
  

 

   

  

   

    

 
  
   

Annual Report 

Director Liaison Committee Chair 

Committee Chair Committee Recorder 

Meeting Details 

Meeting Date(s) and Location(s): List dates of all meetings held in the past year. *500 Character Limit 

Executive Summary 
Information contained in this section provides an overall summary of the committee meeting including a judgment of the meeting’s 
success compared to previous meetings. Photos or other additional documents that help convey the work of the committee in this
past year should be noted in the text but added to the end of this document as an attachment to the Annual Report PDF.
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Annual Report 

Director Information Items 
Information in this section should highlight the committee’s progress to goals and objectives identified in the Technical Working 
Committee Charter, identify challenges or risks (perceived or realized) and include any other updates from Midwest state’s or 
relative business discussed. *3600 Character Limit 



  

 

  

     

     

 

  
   

  

Annual Report 

Committee Workgroups 
Identify workgroups that are associated with this TWC. Provide a brief 2-3 sentence summary of work accomplished in the past  
year. A workgroup is a smaller team that supports the goals and objectives of the TWC and is necessary and needed to help 
accomplish the work. It may include additional members not in the TWC but must be lead by a member of the TWC.
*650 Character Limit
Workgroup Name (1) States Member Lead 

Workgroup Name (2) States Member Lead 

Requests for Action 
List below any accompanying documents attached to the annual report. Note: All formal requests for action by the MAFWA Board 
of Directors must complete the appropriate forms with approvals by MAFWA Executive Committee prior to the Annual Board 
Meeting. Ex. Committee Charter, Request and Risk Assessment. See page 12 of the TWC Guidelines Manual for timelines and details. 
*1300 Character Limit

Proposed Meeting Dates/Times/Location 
Dates and times the TWC will meet in the upcoming year. 
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Annual Report 

Agenda 
Provide meeting information from the past year in the space below. If additional supporting documents are needed, please 
combine into a single PDF and use the space below to document what is attached. Before final submission to the MAFWA 
Executive Secretary. *4000 Character Limit



Meeting Dates and Location History 
Year State Location Date 
1977  Missouri  Fountain Grove Wildlife 

Area  
January 17-19  

1978  Wisconsin  Wyalusing State Park  January 16-17  
1979  Iowa  Rathburn Fish Hatchery  January 15-18  
1980  Minnesota  Whitewater State Park  January 21-24  
1981  Indiana  Harrison-Crawford State 

Park  
January 19-22  

1982  Ohio  Lake Hope State Park  January 18-21  
1983  Nebraska  Louisville 4-H Camp  January 17-21  
1984  Kansas  Camp Aldrich  January 16-19  
1985  South Dakota  Black Hills  May 7-10  
1986  North Dakota  Camp-of-the-Cross  January 20-23  
1987  Michigan  Kellogg Biological 

Station  
January 27-29  

1988  Illinois  Touch of Nature  February 1-4  
1989  Missouri  YMCA Camp of the 

Ozarks  
January 23-26  

1990  Wisconsin  Bethel Horizons Prairie 
Center  

January 15-18  

1991  Iowa  Conservation Education 
Center  

January 14-17  

1992  Minnesota  Whitewater State Park  January 13-16  
1993  Indiana  Harrison-Crawford State 

Park  
January 11-14  

1994  Ohio  Canter's Cave 4-H Park  January 30-February 
2  

1995  Nebraska  Mahoney State Park  January 15-18  
1996  Kansas  Camp Pecusa  January 14-16  
1997  South Dakota  Camp NeSoDak  August 24-27  
1998  North Dakota  Camp Grafton  August 9-12  
1999  Ontario  Blue Springs Scout 

Reserve  
August 15-18  

2000  Michigan  Thunder Bay Resort  August 20-23  
2001  Illinois  Dixon Springs Ag. 

Station  
August 19-22  

2002  Missouri  Conception Abbey  August 18-21  
2003  Wisconsin  Bethel Horizons Prairie 

Center  
August 24-27  

2004  Iowa  Conservation Education 
Center  

August 22-25  

2005  Minnesota  Eagle Bluff Envir. 
Learning Center  

August 21-24  

2006  Indiana  Camp Ransburg, BSA  August 20-23  
2007  Ohio  Canter's Cave 4-H Park  August 19-22  
2008  Nebraska  Fort Robinson State Park  September 14-17  
2009  Kansas  Rock Springs 4-H Camp  September 14-17  
2010  North Dakota  Camp Grafton  August 22-25  



2011 Michigan Ralph A. MacMullen 
Center 

September 25-28 

2012 South Dakota Custer State Park October 16-19 
2013 Illinois Allerton Park August 18-21 
2014 Missouri YMCA Camp of the 

Ozarks 
September 15-18 

2015 Wisconsin Perlstein Conference 
Center 

September 8-11 

2016 Kentucky General Butler State 
Resort Park 

August 22-25 

2017 Iowa Honey Creek State Park 
Resort 

August 28-31 

2018 Minnesota Camp Ripley August 27-30 
2019 Indiana Brown County State Park August 12-14 
2020 Ohio Virtual August 18 
2021 Nebraska Virtual August 18 
2022 Kansas Rock Springs 4-H Camp August 15-18 
2023 North Dakota Rough Riders Hotel, 

Medora 
September 25-28 

2024 Michigan Treetops Resort, Gaylord September 23-26 
2025 Illinois Chestnut Mountain Resort, 

Galena, IL 
 
September 22-25 

2026 South Dakota   
2027 Ontario or Missouri   

 



 
 
 

49th Annual 
Midwest Deer and Turkey Study 

Group Meeting 
September 22-25, 2025 | Galena, Illinois 

 
Hosted by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

 
Monday, September 22 

 
3:00-9:00 Registration 

 
6:00-9:00 Evening Social, Light Appetizers served 

 
Tuesday, September 23 

 
7:30-8:45 Breakfast on your own, Resort Restaurant 

 
8:45-9:00 Welcome and Housekeeping 

 
9:00-10:00 Plenary: Dan Stephens, IL Learn to Hunt 

Program – Addressing hunter constraints through 
the Illinois Learn to Hunt Program 

 
10:00-10:15 BREAK 

10:15-11:00 Plenary: Craig Miller and Eric Walberg, IL 
Natural History Survey – Deer and turkey hunting, 
hunter engagement, and hunting license sales in 
the Midwest 

11:00-12:00 Business Meeting 
 

12:00-1:00 Lunch 
 

1:00-4:00 Split Sessions 
Deer Research- 

Joe McDermott, Kentucky DFWR - Population surveys for white-tailed deer using FLIR 
in KY 

Tyler Obermoller, MN DNR - Use of drones with thermal infrared to locate white-tailed 
deer neonates for capture 



Tyler Obermoller, MN DNR - The role of behavioral strategies and spatial ecology in 
shaping predation risk for white-tailed deer fawns 

John McCoy, Ohio Division of Wildlife – Response of deer to regulation changes 
monitored with cameras 

Michael Egan, SIU - Carbondale – Estimating county specific deer trends in Illinois 
Craig Miller, IL Natural History Survey – Hunter knowledge of chronic wasting disease in 

the Midwest 
 

Turkey Research – 
Meredith Anderson, Texas A&M – Spatiotemporal variation in wild turkey exposure to 

neonicotinoid insecticides in the United States’ 
Jeff Hoover, University of Illinois – Hen turkey nesting behavior and success 
Brent Pease, Southern Illinois University - Carbondale – Gobbling chronology in 

Illinois 
Zak Danks – Wild Turkey Research in Kentucky 
Zak Danks – A national standardized wild turkey brood survey: the first 6 years 
Dan Stephens, IL Learn to Hunt Program – The challenges of turkey hunter R3 

 
4:00-4:15 BREAK 
 
4:15-5:00 Collaboration Session 
 
6:00-7:30 Dinner 
 
7:30-9:00 Social 

Wednesday, September 24 

7:30-8:45 Breakfast on your own, Resort Restaurant 
 
8:45-10:30 Joint Session/Round Table 

Joe Caudell, Indiana DNR – Public Trust, Social License to Operate, and 
Wildlife Disease Management 

Engagement with hunters via social media 
NWTF – Midwest Conservation Initiative 
Chase Hardage, WiseEye Technology – WiseEye: Advancing Conservation 

Through Technology 

10:30-10:45 BREAK 
 
10:45-12:00 Split Sessions 

Deer – State Specific Topics/Concerns 
Turkey – State Specific Topics/Concerns 

 
12:00-1:00 Lunch 
 
1:00-3:30 Split Sessions 
Deer Management- 

Evan London, U of Illinois – CWD Research in IL 
Peter Schlichting, Illinois DNR – 20 years of living with CWD in Illinois 
Joe Caudell, Indiana DNR – Legalizing the sale of venison to increase deer 



harvest 
Ben Westfall, NDA – Topic TBD 

 
1:00-3:30 
Wild Turkey Surveys and NGO Updates- 

Nate Huck, MN DNR – Minnesota Turkey Hunter Survey: Season Preferences and 
Crossbows 

Geriann Albers, IN DNR – Talking Turkey with Indiana Hunters: Activity and 
Perceptions from the Indiana Turkey Hunter Survey 

National Wild Turkey Federation Midwest updates 
Turkeys For Tomorrow updates 

 
3:30-6:00 Build your own agenda: 

Mountain Biking 
Fishing 
Hiking 
Boat ride on Mississippi 
Golf 

6:00-7:30 Dinner 

7:30-9:00 Social 

Thursday, September 25 

7:00-8:30 Breakfast and Adjourn 

 
Special Thanks to our sponsors! 

 
 



Midwest Deer and Turkey Study Group 
Sept 23rd, 2025 

Business Meeting 
 

• Meeting Budget/Funds 
• Funds held by NWTF 
• Current balance:  

 Started with $500 donated by NWTF in 2024 
 $8780 from registrations 
 $2000 from 2025 donations  

• NWTF - $1000 total: $500 (national) and $500 (IL state chapter) 
• NDA - $500 
• IL Conservation Foundation - $500 

 $11,280 as of 10/1/2025 
• Will update group with final total when all meeting bills are paid 

 
• Splitting Deer and Turkey groups 

• Consensus was we would still meet together annually for the foreseeable future but 
would write up separate charters for the deer and wild turkey groups 

• Geriann Albers and Nick Oakley will write the turkey charter 
• Barb Keller and Peter Schlichting will write the deer charter 

   
• State Reports 

• Not required by MAFWA any longer 
• Consensus was each state would still submit them to host state each year but choose 

their own format. Host state will compile. We will also look into a clearinghouse where 
they can be stored/accessed online.  
 

• Meeting Report 
•  Will be summarized and finalized by Luke Garver and Peter Schlichting (IL DNR) 

 
• 2026 Meeting Host 

• Luke and Peter asked South Dakota on 9/30/2025 and they agreed to host 
• Had virtual meeting with Andrew Norton  on 10/2/2025 
• Missouri and Ontario have tentatively agreed for next two years 
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	Director Liaison: Jason Sumners
	Committee Vice Chair: Luke Garver
	Committee Chair: Peter Schlichting
	Committee Recorder: 
	Meeting Locations List locations for each meeting held in the past year: September 22-25, 2025.  Chestnut Mountain Resort, Galena, Illinois
	success compared to previous meetings: The 2025 Deer and Turkey Technical Working Committee met September 22–25 in Galena, Illinois for the 49th annual meeting of the Midwest Deer and Turkey Study Group. This year’s meeting followed the same general format as recent years, with both joint plenary sessions and species-specific breakout sessions, providing a balance between over-arching topics and focused technical discussions. Participant feedback indicated that the meeting was well-structured and highly productive, with ample time allocated for discussion, networking, and problem-solving.
 
The joint plenary sessions highlighted hunter recruitment and engagement as key themes for both deer and turkey programs. Presentations included an overview of Illinois’ “Learn to Hunt” program and a talk on trends in hunter participation and license sales across the Midwest. These sessions spurred discussions on how agencies can better understand and address participation constraints and leverage partnerships to sustain hunter numbers.
 
Breakout sessions allowed states, researchers, and NGO partners to share updates and discuss emerging challenges. Deer presentations featured several innovative approaches to population monitoring and management, including the use of drones and thermal infrared technology for neonate detection, camera-based regulation monitoring, and hunter knowledge of CWD. Management sessions focused on chronic wasting disease, deer harvest strategies, and emerging approaches to address declining antlerless harvest in certain regions.
 
Turkey presentations centered on research and management topics including gobbling chronology, hen nesting ecology, and emerging issues around disease and pesticide exposure and monitoring. Updates from NGO partners emphasized expanding collaborative efforts, including standardized survey initiatives and hunter engagement strategies. Discussions also revisited future committee structure, with broad support for developing separate deer and turkey charters while maintaining an annual joint meeting.
 
A joint round table session focused on public trust, disease management, and stakeholder engagement, with  contributions from academic, agency, and NGO partners. Additional sessions featured more updates from NGOs. The National Wild Turkey Federation unveiled their latest conservation initiative focused on the Midwest entitled "Roots to Roosts". Turkeys For Tomorrow gave updates on their expanding organization and  a representative from WiseEye Technologies provided an overview of their technology and how it can benefit both wildlife research and hunting. 
 
The 2025 meeting also included  business discussions, including financial management through NWTF, modernization of committee structure, and planning for future hosts. Notably, South Dakota has agreed to host the 2026 meeting, marking their first time hosting since 2012.Overall, the 2025 meeting was viewed as a successful gathering, providing a platform for Midwest states and partners to exchange technical expertise, strengthen collaborations, and advance shared management priorities for deer and wild turkey.(See attached agenda and business meeting notes for additional details.)
	Technical Working Committee Name: Deer and Turkey Technical Working Committee
	Director Information Items Information in this section should highlight the committees progress to goals and objectives identified in the Technical Working Committee Charter identify challenges or risks perceived or realized and include any other updates from Midwest states or relative business discussedRow1: Business Meeting
The Deer and Turkey Technical Working Committee business meeting focused on several key topics. First, the group discussed ongoing use of the National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) to manage meeting registration and funds. This centralized approach, first used last year, continues to work very well and provides consistency in finances. NWTF agreed to continue hosting this function for future meetings, allowing host states to focus on content and logistics. 
 
A major administrative topic was the development of separate deer and turkey charters under the broader TWC umbrella. While the group agreed to maintain an annual joint meeting, separate charters will help clarify goals and communication for each species. Geriann Albers and Nick Oakley will draft the turkey charter; Barb Keller and Peter Schlichting will lead the deer charter. 
 
The committee also discussed state reports. While not required by MAFWA, there was support for continuing to collect and compile them annually for data sharing. The host state will continue collecting reports and help organize them in an online clearinghouse to store them. 
 
Financially, the meeting began with a balance carried over from 2024 and generated additional revenue through registration and sponsorships. A final balance will be provided after all expenses are finalized. 
 
South Dakota was approached following the meeting and agreed to host the 2026 Deer and Turkey TWC meeting, their first since 2012. Missouri and Ontario were tentatively identified as future hosts.
 
Deer
 
Deer discussions focused on declining antlerless harvest rates in some parts of some states. While not universal, several states are struggling to meet objectives due to declining hunter numbers, reduced harvest, and reluctance to take multiple deer. Presentations highlighted monitoring tools (drones, thermal infrared, camera monitoring) and management strategies including targeted removal, CWD-focused efforts, and regulation changes aimed at increasing harvest. The committee reaffirmed the need to communicate these challenges to directors. 
 
Turkeys
 
Turkey discussions addressed hen nesting ecology, gobbling chronology, pesticide exposure, and R3-related challenges. The group also discussed emerging disease monitoring issues, with emphasis on building more consistent frameworks across states. Committee structure was revisited, including possible inclusion of other upland game birds (ie. ruffed grouse) in future discussions. NGO partners, including NWTF and Turkeys For Tomorrow, provided updates on regional initiatives and partnership opportunities. 
 
This year’s business discussions reflected a maturing committee structure, with steps to formalize governance, enhance transparency, and strengthen collaboration between deer and turkey programs. 
 
Challenges around antlerless harvest and disease monitoring remain priorities and provide a strong foundation for director-level engagement moving forward.
	Workgroup Name 1: Turkey
	States Member Lead: Luke Garver, Illinois
	Workgroup 1 Executive Summary: The turkey workgroup focused on program structure, emerging disease and pesticide exposure monitoring issues, research, and opportunities for improved coordination with NGO partners. Members initiated the development of a separate Turkey Charter, led by Geriann Albers and Nick Oakley, and discussed how future efforts might integrate other upland game bird programs, particularly ruffed grouse.
 
	Workgroup Name 2: Deer
	States Member Lead_2: Peter Schlichting, Illinois
	Workgroup 2 Executive Summary: The deer workgroup advanced efforts to address declining antlerless harvest in some states and continued exploring new tools and approaches to deer population management. Members also began developing a separate Deer Charter to clarify goals and structure under the TWC framework, with leadership from Barb Keller and Peter Schlichting.
 
	Request for Action: The Deer and Turkey TWC does not have any new formal action requests for the MAFWA Board of Directors at this time.
 
However, as part of ongoing committee business, separate Deer and Turkey Charters are being drafted to clarify structure and objectives for each workgroup under the TWC umbrella. These charters will be brought forward for review and approval once completed.
 
Additionally, the committee reaffirmed its ongoing communication with Directors regarding localized overabundant deer issues and the need to explore new management approaches to address declining antlerless harvest rates in some states.
 
 
	Proposed Meeting DatesTimesLocation: South Dakota - 2026; Missouri or Ontario - 2027
	Name StateRow0: Luke Garver, Peter Schlichting, Dan Skinner
	Name OrganizationRow0: Illinois Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow1: Geriann Albers, Andy Byers, Joe Caudell
	Name OrganizationRow1: Indiana Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow2: Joe McDermott, David Yancy, Zak Danks, Tommy Apostolopolous
	Name OrganizationRow2: Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife
	Name StateRow3: Barb Keller, AJ Temple, Paul Burr, Tyler Obermoller
	Name OrganizationRow3: Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow4: Ashleigh McCullough-Day, Nick Oakley
	Name OrganizationRow4: Missouri Department of Conservation
	Name StateRow5: Carlie Gizel
	Name OrganizationRow5: Nebraska Game and Parks/NWTF
	Name StateRow6: Rodney Gross, Benjamin Matykiewic
	Name OrganizationRow6: North Dakota Game and Fish
	Name StateRow7: Clint McCoy, Mark Wiley
	Name OrganizationRow7: Ohio Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow8: 
	Name OrganizationRow8: 
	Name StateRow9: 
	Name OrganizationRow9: 
	Name StateRow10: 
	Name OrganizationRow10: 
	Name StateRow11: 
	Name OrganizationRow11: 
	Name StateRow12: 
	Name OrganizationRow12: 
	Name StateRow13: 
	Name OrganizationRow13: 
	Name StateRow14: 
	Name OrganizationRow14: 
	Name StateRow15: 
	Name OrganizationRow15: 
	Name StateRow16: 
	Name OrganizationRow16: 
	Name StateRow17: 
	Name OrganizationRow17: 
	Name StateRow18: 
	Name OrganizationRow18: 
	Agenda Provide meeting the meeting agendas for all meetings conducted in the past year Attach as separate documents as needed or use the space below to define the agenda itemsRow1: See attached below


