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Meeting Details

Meeting Date(S): List dates of all meetings held in the past year. *500 Character Limit

Monthly for CWD topics(virtually); DeerWiseMeetingsandoff shootof this committeewereheld biweekly
from SeptembeR024thru April 2025

Meeting Location(s): List locations for each meeting held in the past year. *500 Character Limit
All meetingsnvereheldvirtually.

Executive Summary
Information contained in this section provides an overall summary of the committee meeting including a judgment of the meeting’s
success compared to previous meetings. Photos or other additional documents that help convey the work of the committee in tis

past year should be noted in the text but added to the end of this document as an attachment to the Annual Report PDF.
*3700 Character Limit

This summary outlines activities from the committee's from July 2024 through May 2025. The committee was created to address
chronic wasting disease (CWD) research, management, and communication across Midwestern states and provinces.

1. Eight MAFWA states are engaged in Objective 4, evaluating management strategies across state lines. Progress was shared at
the Sept. 2024 MAFWA Executive Committee meeting in Madison, WI. This group continues to meet biweekly and is making great
progress on the design of this study.

2. This committee hosted monthly CWD calls. Tricia Fry became the lead on these calls and introduced research presentations
along with discussion of management actions, issues and concerns as part of these monthly calls. These calls are very well
attended by all deer and wildlife health biologists. calls are very well attended by all deer and wildlife health biologists.

3. Inthe fall of 2024 MAFWA Directors approved a work group to explore if developing a DeerWise initiative would be useful to
agencies, and to further define what the initiative should look like. The initial goal was to develop a regional CWD communications
campaign, but early discussions highlighted a broader need among states: engaging citizens in meaningful conversations about
deer-human interactions. These interactions include taking a more holistic approach on the impact white-tailed deer have on
human and wildlife health, biodiversity, forest regeneration, economics, and their important intrinsic value. The group reached a
consensus that a unified, science-based campaign that leverages targeted marketing, educational materials, workshops, and social
media tools to provide consistent, research-backed information to discuss these issues was needed:

Within MAFWA State Agencies- DeerWise will drive discussions within agencies using the MAFWA technical committee
framework to promote mutualistic thinking into wildlife management. We intend to leverage concepts from One Health and the
Relevancy Roadmap (Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies and The Wildlife Management Institute 2019) using deer and
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) management as focal points.

With Group 2 resource users: The DeerWise initiative will focus on a group of resources users described as Group 2 by Aldo
Leopold (1946). Group 2 consists of individuals involved in, aligning with, or self-identifying as at least in part, as nature lovers,
hunters, and DNR program users and perceive wildlife in mutualistic framework. The work in this group begins with the
development of focus groups based on their role and understanding of wildlife management, benefits and concerns of
white-tailed deer. DeerWise is asking for ad hoc committee status and is preparing a grant application to secure funding to
continue work on a pilot project.
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Director Information Items

Information in this section should highlight the committee’s progress to goals and objectives identified in the Technical Working

Committee Charter, identify challenges or risks (perceived or realized) and include any other updates from Midwest state’s or
relative business discussed. *3600 Character Limit

This group requests full committee status.
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Committee Workgroups
Identify workgroups that are associated with this TWC. Provide a brief 2-3 sentence summary of work accomplished in the past
year. A workgroup is a smaller team that supports the goals and objectives of the TWC and is necessary and needed to help

accomplish the work. It may include additional members not in the TWC but must be lead by a member of the TWC.
*650 Character Limit

Workgroup Name (1) States Member Lead
DeerWise LorisaSmith

Seedetailsabove

Workgroup Name (2) States Member Lead

Requests for Action
List below any accompanying documents attached to the annual report. Note: All formal requests for action by the MAFWA Board
of Directors must complete the appropriate forms with approvals by MAFWA Executive Committee prior to the Annual Board

Meeting. Ex. Committee Charter, Request and Risk Assessment. See page 12 of the TWC Guidelines Manual for timelines and details.
*1300 Character Limit

Action Item #1: Formation of MAFWA CWD Committee

Proposed Meeting Dates/Times/Location
Dates and times the TWC will meet in the upcoming year.

TBD
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Annual Report

Committee Member Name

Organization

Jason Sumner Missouri
MichaelTonkovich Ohio

Kelly Straka Minnesota
ScottHull Wisconsin
LorisaSmith Missouri
ChadStewart Michigan
CraigMiller llinois

Levi Jaster Kansas
CharlieBahnson North Dakota
BryanRichards USGS
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