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Meeting Details

Meeting Date(s) and Location(s): List dates of all meetings held in the past year. *500 Character Limit

Meetings attended by one or more CITES Technical Work Group Representative:

Joint State/Federal CITES Meeting; March 2025; Washington DC

90th North American Wildlife & Natural Resource Conference, March 2025; Louisville, KY
CITES 78th Standing Committee, February 2025; Geneva, CH

114th AFWA Annual Meeting, September 2024; Madison, WI

CITES Interagency Coordination Committee, hosted quarterly by USFWS/IA; virtual

CITES Technical Work Group regularly conducts business via phone and virtual platforms

Executive Summary
Information contained in this section provides an overall summary of the committee meeting including a judgment of the meeting’y
success compared to previous meetings. Photos or other additional documents that help convey the work of the committee in this
past year should be noted in the text but added to the end of this document as an attachment to the Annual Report PDF.

*3700 Character Limit

The Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES) is an
international trade agreement among 184 countries and the European Union to ensure that international
trade in specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten species' survival. CITES works by subjecting
international trade in specimens of selected species to certain controls. These require that all imports,
exports, re-exports, and introductions from the sea of species covered by CITES have to be authorized. The
species covered by CITES are listed in three Appendices, according to the degree of protection they need.
Appendix | includes species threatened with extinction. Trade in specimens of these species is only
permitted in exceptional circumstances. Appendix Il includes species not necessarily threatened with
extinction, but for whom trade must be controlled in order to avoid utilization incompatible with their survival.
Appendix Il contains species that are protected in at least one country, which has asked other CITES
countries for assistance in documenting trade.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service International Affairs (USFWS/IA) administers CITES for the United States.
The USFWS/IA solicits input and feedback on issues of importance from the state fish and wildlife agencies
through the CITES Technical Work Group of the International Relations Committee of AFWA. The Technical
Work Group consists of one representative from each of the four regional associations who work on behalf of
states in concert with the USFWS/IA on CITES matters. This state-federal partnership has been effectively
working since 1994.

CITES updates presented in greater detail include: 1) Ramifications of two recent Executive Orders to the
implementation of CITES in the U.S. are unclear; 2) The next CITES Conference of the Parties (CoP) will be
24 November to 5 December 2025. At the CoP, the main focus of the meeting is to review and vote on
proposed amendments to the CITES Appendices, which lists species that are protected under CITES.
Countries may propose amendments to include species in Appendix | (generally prohibits trade) or Appendix
Il (regulates and monitors trade). The deadline for submitting proposals to the CITES Secretariat is June 27,
2025; and 3) The USFWS International Affairs Program will be updating the bobcat 5-year nationwide
non-detriment finding for all currently approved States and Tribes this year.
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Information in this section should highlight the committee’s progress to goals and objectives identified in the Technical Working
Committee Charter, identify challenges or risks (perceived or realized) and include any other updates from Midwest state’s or
relative business discussed. *3600 Character Limit

Two Executive Orders Pertinent to CITES

Ramifications of two recent Executive Orders (EOs) to the implementation of CITES in the U.S. are unclear.
The first EO on February 3rd called for a 180-day review of all conventions and treaties to determine which
ones may be contrary to the interests of the US. As a consequence, the U.S. delegation was severely
reduced in number and were unable to intervene on any substantive issue at the CITES 78th Standing
Committee meeting in February. Then on April 17th, EO 3429 intends to move the USFWS International
Affairs Program to the Department of the Interior, Office of the Secretary. All aspects of CITES Treaty
implementation are administered through the International Affairs Program. The outcome of both EO will take
time. In the interim exports, imports, or re-exports of CITES listed species live or dead whole specimens or
readily recognizable parts, products, and derivatives will need a valid permit and supporting documents
which will likely be affected.

Actions Leading up to the 20t CITES Conference of the Parties (CoP)

CITES CoP20 will be 24 November to 5 December 2025. The main focus of the meeting is to review and
vote on proposed amendments to the CITES Appendices. Countries may propose amendments to include
species in Appendix | (generally prohibits trade) or Appendix Il (regulates and monitors trade). The deadline
for submitting proposals to the CITES Secretariat is June 27™. Developing species proposals, resolutions,
and decisions for consideration at the CoP begins in the U.S. with a request for public input. The first of a
series of Federal Register (FR) Notices was published in March, 2024. The public recommended over 120
native species of fauna and flora for new listings or amendments to the CITES Appendices.

The CITES Technical Work Group started preparing for CoP20 early in 2024. Preparations include working
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service International Affairs Program (USFWS/IA) and other partners on
potential species proposals, analyzing LEMIS trade data, soliciting input from the State Fish and Wildlife
Agencies, providing formal feedback to FR Notices, and attending meetings.

In December 2024, the second FR Notice responding to recommendations received from the March 2024
public comments was published. AFWA and the CITES Technical Work Group submitted formal comments
on the “undecided” list of native species being considered for possible listing proposal by the USFWS.
Comments included: American eels and Anguilla spp., Horseshoe crabs, Peregrine falcons, American
ginseng, 22 species of freshwater turtles, Sonoran Desert Toad, Crotalus spp., Prairie rattlesnake, Timber
rattlesnake, and the Western rattlesnake.

We will stay engaged with the USFWS/IA and provide updates to the States as the process moves forward.

5-Year Nationwide Non-Detriment Finding for Bobcats

The USFWS/IA will update the bobcat 5-year nationwide Non-Detriment Finding (NDF) for currently approved
States and Tribes this year. As part of this process, AFWA solicits updated population status/estimated
abundance and any changes in harvest regulations from the States to provide to the USFWS/IA for verifying
the natinnwide “nn detriment ”
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Committee Workgroups

Identify workgroups that are associated with this TWC. Provide a brief 2-3 sentence summary of work accomplished in the past
year. A workgroup is a smaller team that supports the goals and objectives of the TWC and is necessary and needed to help
accomplish the work. It may include additional members not in the TWC but must be lead by a member of the TWC.

*650 Character Limit

Workgroup Name (1)
N/A

States Member Lead

Workgroup Name (2)

N/A

States Member Lead

Requests for Action

List below any accompanying documents attached to the annual report. Note: All formal requests for action by the MAFWA Board
of Directors must complete the appropriate forms with approvals by MAFWA Executive Committee prior to the Annual Board
Meeting. Ex. Committee Charter, Request and Risk Assessment. See page 12 of the TWC Guidelines Manual for timelines and details.

*1300 Character Limit

No action items at this time.

Proposed Meeting Dates/Times/Location
Dates and times the TWC will meet in the upcoming year.

CITES 20th Conference of the Parties, 23 November-5 December
2028 Samarkand [17hekictan
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Committee Member Name

Organization

Carolyn Caldwell

MAFWA (Ohio Division of Wildlife)

Buddy Baker

SEAFWA (South Carolina Department of Natural Resources)

Gordon Batcheller

NEAFWA (Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife)

Stewart Liley

WAFWA (New Mexico Department of Game and Fish)

Deborah Hahn

AFWA (Missouri Department of Conservation)

Ryan Brown

U.S. CITES Delegate for the State Fish & Wildlife Agencies (VA)
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Provide meeting information from the past year in the space below. If additional supporting documents are needed, please
combine into a single PDF and use the space below to document what is attached. Before final submission to the MAFWA
Executive Secretary. *4000 Character Limit

State/Federal CITES Meeting
March 25, 2025
Agenda

Meeting Title: State/Federal CITES Coordination Meeting

Dates: March 25, 2025

Location: USFWS Headquarters, Rachel Carson Conference Center, 5275 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22041
Meeting Leads: Ryan Brown, Don Morgan

Invited Participants: State Agency CITES Technical Work Group Reps, FWS International Affairs staff

Goal: Stronger relationships and better coordination between USFWS International Affairs Program and State CITES

representatives

Objectives:
. Confirm coordination leading up to CoP 20
. Share information around a number of CITES related issues and species
. Identify any barriers or challenges to collaborating and work to address those

Agenda Items:

. Welcome, purpose, introductions, ground rules, agenda: Don Morgan and Ryan Brown
. Follow up from the 78th Standing Committee
. CoP20

o Species listings

o Other shared topics of interest

o How can we help each other leading up to the CoP

o Review State/Federal CoP Planning and Communications Calendar

CITES Export Program: How did the tag orders go this year? Can we find any more efficiencies
with alligator and fur tags?

Turtle Trade Data Analysis /US Native Turtle Facilities

. Source codes and turtles: Do we have any opportunities to address inconsistency in the use of
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We will stay engaged with the USFWS/IA and provide updates to the States as the process moves forward.
5-Year Nationwide Non-Detriment Finding for Bobcats
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Agenda
 
Meeting Title: State/Federal CITES Coordination Meeting
 
Dates: March 25, 2025         
         
Location: USFWS Headquarters, Rachel Carson Conference Center, 5275 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22041
 
Meeting Leads: Ryan Brown, Don Morgan 
 
Invited Participants: State Agency CITES Technical Work Group Reps, FWS International Affairs staff
 
Goal:   Stronger relationships and better coordination between USFWS International Affairs Program and State CITES representatives 
 
Objectives: 
·         Confirm coordination leading up to CoP 20
·         Share information around a number of CITES related issues and species
·         Identify any barriers or challenges to collaborating and work to address those
 
Agenda Items:
·         Welcome, purpose, introductions, ground rules, agenda: Don Morgan and Ryan Brown
·         Follow up from the 78th Standing Committee 
·         CoP20 
o         Species listings
o         Other shared topics of interest
o         How can we help each other leading up to the CoP
o         Review State/Federal CoP Planning and Communications Calendar
 
·         CITES Export Program: How did the tag orders go this year? Can we find any more efficiencies with alligator and fur tags?
·         Turtle Trade Data Analysis /US Native Turtle Facilities
·         Source codes and turtles: Do we have any opportunities to address inconsistency in the use of source codes.
·         Updates on the IUCN rattlesnake assessments?
·         How is permitting going? Any issues or challenges to share or work on together?
·         What areas could the CITES Technical Work Group and the USFWS/IA cooperate on CITES outreach efforts
·         Staff updates: With retirements it would be helpful to know who is filling in or what staff maybe taking on new roles.
 
 
 
	Technical Working Committee Name: CITES TECHNICAL WORK GROUP 
	Workgroup 1 Executive Summary: 
	Workgroup 2 Executive Summary: 
	Request for Action: No action items at this time.
 
	Name StateRow0: Carolyn Caldwell
	Name OrganizationRow0: MAFWA (Ohio Division of Wildlife) 


