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Meeting Details

Meeting Date(s): List dates of all meetings held in the past year. *500 Character Limit

1 August2023(virtual meeting);7 November2023(virtual meeting);6 February2024(virtual meeting);
14 - 16 May 2024(in-personmeeting)

Meeting Location(s): List locations for each meeting held in the past year. *500 Character Limit

May 2024in-persomrmeetingwasheld at the EmbassysuitesRiverfrontConferenceCenterin EastPeoria,
lllinois.

Executive Summary

Information contained in this section provides an overall summary of the committee meeting including a judgment of the meeting’s
success compared to previous meetings. Photos or other additional documents that help convey the work of the committee in tis
past year should be noted in the text but added to the end of this document as an attachment to the Annual Report PDF.

*3700 Character Limit

TheWildlife Diversity TechnicaWorking Committeeprovidesa forum for memberdo facilitatetheimplementatiorof State
Wildlife Action Plans,andassociategrogramsthroughcoordinatechctionandrecommendationto MAFWA leadershigelatedto
theconservatiorof fish andwildlife diversity. The Committeeheldfour meetingqthreevirtual andonein-person)uringthe
reportingperiod.

Threetwo-hourvirtual meetingsvereheldon thefirst Tuesday®f August(A), November(N), andFebruary(F) following recent
practice.Theformatof thesemeetingdncludedaninvited presentatiomy anaffiliate member StateWildlife Action Plan(SWAP)
implementatiorandrevisionupdatesfollow-up discussiongssociatedvith pastmeetingagendatems,andupdaten recent
successesr emergingssuesassociateavith threatenear endangeredpeciesBetween21 and26 membersverein attendancet
eachvirtual meeting.

Invited presentationscludedupdatesn activitieswithin the MidwestLandscapénitiative (MLI) associatedvith the Midwest
ConservatiorBlueprint,rapidassessments RegionalSpecieof GreatesConservatioNeed(RSGCN),anddevelopingguidance
for SWAPrevisions(A, N, F; MLI staffandKarenTerwilliger); ademonstrationf the RSGCNDashboardA; JennylynRedner);
incorporatingfish & wildlife healthinto SWAP revisions(F; Tricia Fry). Engagingdiscussion®ccurredaftereachpresentation
focusedon how Wildlife Diversity Programstaff might usethis informationto inform theirwork.

With mostMAFWA Statescurrentlyundertakingcomprehensiveeviewsandrevisionsof their StateWildlife Action Plansthe
Committeetook time at eachmeetingfor updatesandlearningfrom ongoingrevisions Membersfrom Stateghathaverecently
completedheir revisions(i.e., Kentucky,Missouri)wereableto sharetheir experienceandadviceon addressingachof the eight
requiredelementsThetreatmenbf RSGCN,wildlife heath full life-cycle conservatiorfespeciallyfor migratorysongbirds),
climatechangeadaptatiorandmitigation,approachefor addinginvertebrateSGCN,andincreasingaccesanduseof the SWAP
werecommonconcernsTheseupdatesverean effectiveway to transitionknowledgeandbestpracticedor SWAP revisions
betweerStates.

Beyondtheseinformationalactivitiesthe Committeeworkedtoward(1) improving Stateparticipationin the FederaEndangered
Speciedisting process(2) coordinatingregionalconservatiorprojectdevelopmentand(3) reviewandrevisionof the Committee's
2018Charter While progressvasmadeon eachof theseinitiativesthe Committeds not preparedo askthe Director'sto take
formal actionatthistime.

Thein-personmeetingwasheldasa joint meetingwith the PublicLandsandthe PrivateLandsTechnicaWorking Committeeson
May 14-16in EastPeorialllinois. Five presentatiorsession®n ClimateMitigation andAdaptation MidwestLandscapénitiative,
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Information in this section should highlight the committee’s progress to goals and objectives identified in the Technical Working
Committee Charter, identify challenges or risks (perceived or realized) and include any other updates from Midwest state’s or
relative business discussed. *3600 Character Limit

TheWildlife Diversity TechnicaWorking Committeewasinitially organizedo supportthe goalsand
objectivesdentifiedin StateWildlife Action Planswithin the MAFWA Region. Six broadobjectiveswere
identifiedfor the Committeey(1) providea forumfor discussiorto improvewildlife diversityconservation,
(2) developcoordinategprogramsandprojects,(3) exchangenformationamongmembers(4) improvethe
statusof Specieof GreatestConservatiorNeedthroughcoordinationandcooperatioramongmembersand
federalagencies(5) implementStateWildlife Action Plansby working with otherconservatiorgroups,and
(6) inform andadviseMAFWA DirectorsonissuesmpactingSpecieof GreatesConservatioNeedand
their habitats. StateWildlife Action Plansaredesignedo addresshefull arrayof nativewildlife andnatural
habitatsthatoccurwithin our States.Our Committeethereforehasbroadinterestghatmay overlapwith
manyotherTechnicaWorking Committees.

Overthe pastyearwe haveusedour quarterlymeetingdo directly addres®bjectiveq1 - discussiorforum),
(2 - coordinationof programs)and(3 - exchangingnformation)usingstateupdatesanddiscussion®f key
Issuessuchasrevisionsof StateWildlife Action Plans betterintegrationwith the Federalisting processand
developingoint researclandmanagemenhnitiatives. Considerableffort wasexpendedowardimproving
theability of Statego provideinformationto the USFWSin a mannetthatallowsit to beusedearlyin the
Federalisting process.Thiswork is ongoingbut is expectedo improvethe statusof at-riskspeciesy
informing recoveryplanning(objective4). We arecurrentlyworking towardrecommendationfor the
MAFWA Directorsto assistwith this procesgobjective6).

Dueto thedegreeof overlapin the conservatiorpriorities of the Wildlife Diversity TechnicalwWorking
Committeeandthe MidwestLandscapénitiative thereis someconcernaboutwho hasoversite
responsibilitiedor certainwork productsandthe potentialfor duplicationof effort whenwork aligns.
However,theWildlife Diversity TechnicalWorking Committeehasbuilt a strongrelationshipwith the
MidwestLandscapénitiative which helpsinform StateWildlife Action Plans(objective5) andassociated
conservatiomplanningefforts. MLI staff updateshavebecomearegularagendatem at our meetings.Our
Committeesharesnembersvith manyof the MLI Working Groups(e.g.,At-risk SpeciesHabitatInventory
andAssessmenttateWildlife Action PlanRegionalCoordination Wind EnergyandWildlife) andis
frequentlyaskedo reviewtheir effortsto assurehatthe outputswill be meaningfulandusefulto our States.
While this arrangemenis working well establishinglearemrolesbetweerthe Committeeandthe MLI would
assistusin ourwork.
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Committee Workgroups

Identify workgroups that are associated with this TWC. Provide a brief 2-3 sentence summary of work accomplished in the past
year. A workgroup is a smaller team that supports the goals and objectives of the TWC and is necessary and needed to help
accomplish the work. It may include additional members not in the TWC but must be lead by a member of the TWC.

*650 Character Limit

Workgroup Name (1) States Member Lead
Pre-listingCoordinationWorkgroup Tony Henenhar{Ml), OwenBoyle, KarenKinkead

Providerecommendation® the TWC to improvethe ability of Statedo securanformationthatcouldbe
usedin the Federal-listingeviewprocesdeforeaninitial finding is madeor a speciestatusassessmeiis
completedThe Workgroupdevelopedecommendationsncludingaletterrequestinghe assignmenof an
informationgatheringeadwithin the USFWSanda correspondindeadfrom MAFWA. Thesewere
discusse@tthe FebruaryandMay TWG meetings.It wasdeterminedhattherequesfor actionshouldbe
postponedintil additionalinformationcould be gatherecaboutUSFWSwillingnessto cooperatively
participatein theseactivities.

Workgroup Name (2) States Member Lead

Requests for Action

List below any accompanying documents attached to the annual report. Note: All formal requests for action by the MAFWA Board
of Directors must complete the appropriate forms with approvals by MAFWA Executive Committee prior to the Annual Board
Meeting. Ex. Committee Charter, Request and Risk Assessment. See page 12 of the TWC Guidelines Manual for timelines and details.
*1300 Character Limit

NA
Proposed Meeting Dates/Times/Location 8/2024,11/2024,2/2025 5/2025(3 virtual/TBD; 1
Dates and times the TWC will meet in the upcoming year. in-nereon/TRDN Indiana)
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Annual Report

Committee Member Name/ Organization

Committee Member Name/ Organization

Michelle Bloomquist / Illinois DNR (A, N)

Leon Hinz / Illinois DNR (A, N, F, M)

Ann Holtrop/ lllinois DNR (M)

JoeKath/ lllinois DNR (A, N, F)

ScottJohnsori IndianaDNR (A, N)

Katy Fullin / lowa DNR (M)

KarenKinkead/ lowaDNR (A, N, F, M)

Kelly Poole/ lowaDNR (A, F)

ChrisBerend KansaDWP (A, N)

DarenRiedle/ KansadDWP (A, N, F)

Tony Henehan MichiganDNR (A, N, F, M)

JenniferKleitch / MichiganDNR (A, N, F, M)

JuliaGeschké MinnesotaDNR (A, N, F)

BridgetHenning-Randa MinnesotaDNR (F)

MichaelBill / MissouriDOC (A)

Kelly Rezad MissouriDOC (A, N, F, M)

Brett Andersen’ NebraskaGPC(A, N, F, M)

Patricklsaksor/ North DakotaGFD (A, N, F)

BruceKreft / North DakotaGFD (A, N, F)

GregLink / North DakotaGFD (A, N)

Erin Hazeltor/ OhioDNR (A, F)

JohnNavarro/ OhioDNR (A, N)

EileenDowd Stukel/ SouthDakotaGFP(A, N, F)

OwenBoyle/ WisconsinDNR (A, N, F, M)

ShariKoslowsky/ WisconsinDNR (A, N, F)

ClaireBeck*/ MidwestLandscapénitiative (N, F, M)

RachaelCarlberg*/ MidwestLandscapénitiative (N)

Kate Parsong/ MidwestLandscapénitiative (F)

JennylynRedner/ MidwestLandscapénitiative (A)

LorisaSmith*/ MidwestLandscapénitiative (N)

Alex Wright */ MidwestLandscapénitiative (A)

Tricia Fry */ MAFWA (A, F, M)

Jessicdiispanerd USFWS(A)

Hugh Ratcliffe*/ MW CASC (M)

KarenTerwilliger */ Terwilliger Consultinginc. (N)

* = presented@toneor moremeetings

A = AugustMeeting;N = NovemberMeeting;

F = FebruaryMeeting;M = May Meeting
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Agenda

Provide meeting information from the past year in the space below. If additional supporting documents are needed, please combine
into a single PDF and use the space below to document what is attached. Before final submission to the MAFWA Executive
Secretary. *4000 Character Limit

Thefollowing supportingdocumentsssociatedavith the Wildlife Diversity TechnicalWorking Committee
areattachedasasinglePDF.

August2023Virtual MeetingNotes

November2023Virtual MeetingNotes

February2024Virtual MeetingNotes

May 2024In-personMeetingAgenda

May 2024MeetingNotes

DRAFT Requestor Action Letter(Note no actionis currentlybeingrequestean this letter)




	Director Liaison: Greg Link
	Committee Vice Chair: Elizabeth Mabee
	Committee Chair: Leon Hinz
	Committee Recorder: None
	Meeting Dates List dates of all meetings held in the past year: 1 August 2023 (virtual meeting); 7 November 2023 (virtual meeting); 6 February 2024 (virtual meeting); 
14 - 16 May 2024 (in-person meeting)
	Meeting Locations List locations for each meeting held in the past year: May 2024 in-person meeting was held at the Embassy Suites Riverfront Conference Center in East Peoria, Illinois.
	success compared to previous meetings: The Wildlife Diversity Technical Working Committee provides a forum for members to facilitate the implementation of State Wildlife Action Plans, and associated programs, through coordinated action and recommendations to MAFWA leadership related to the conservation of fish and wildlife diversity. The Committee held four meetings (three virtual and one in-person) during the reporting period.  
 
Three two-hour virtual meetings were held on the first Tuesdays of August (A), November (N), and February (F) following recent practice. The format of these meetings included an invited presentation by an affiliate member, State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP) implementation and revision updates, follow-up discussions associated with past meeting agenda items, and updates on recent successes or emerging issues associated with threatened or endangered species. Between 21 and 26 members were in attendance at each virtual meeting.
 
Invited presentations included updates on activities within the Midwest Landscape Initiative (MLI) associated with the Midwest Conservation Blueprint, rapid assessments of Regional Species of Greatest Conservation Need (RSGCN), and developing guidance for SWAP revisions (A, N, F; MLI staff and Karen Terwilliger); a demonstration of the RSGCN Dashboard (A; Jennylyn Redner); incorporating fish & wildlife health into SWAP revisions (F; Tricia Fry). Engaging discussions occurred after each presentation focused on how Wildlife Diversity Program staff might use this information to inform their work. 
 
With most MAFWA States currently undertaking comprehensive reviews and revisions of their State Wildlife Action Plans the Committee took time at each meeting for updates and learning from ongoing revisions. Members from States that have recently completed their revisions (i.e., Kentucky, Missouri) were able to share their experiences and advice on addressing each of the eight required elements. The treatment of RSGCN, wildlife heath, full life-cycle conservation (especially for migratory songbirds), climate change adaptation and mitigation, approaches for adding invertebrate SGCN, and increasing access and use of the SWAP were common concerns. These updates were an effective way to transition knowledge and best practices for SWAP revisions between States.
 
Beyond these informational activities the Committee worked toward (1) improving State participation in the Federal Endangered Species listing process, (2) coordinating regional conservation project development, and (3) review and revision of the Committee's 2018 Charter. While progress was made on each of these initiatives the Committee is not prepared to ask the Director's to take formal action at this time. 
 
The in-person meeting was held as a joint meeting with the Public Lands and the Private Lands Technical Working Committees on May 14-16 in East Peoria Illinois. Five presentation sessions on Climate Mitigation and Adaptation, Midwest Landscape Initiative, Wildlife Management in Intensively Farmed Landscapes, The Emiquon Preserve and the Illinois River Watershed, and Wildlife Disease were held. Business meetings for the individual Committees were held during breakout sessions on May 14 and May 15. A field tour conducted on May 16 visited Manito Pheasant Habitat Area, Rollo Prairie State Natural Area, Sand Ridge State Forest, and The Emiquon Preserve. Discussions about habitat management of small public landholdings within an agricultural landscape, invasive plant species control, sand prairie herptile monitoring, the Illinois Nature Preserves System, multi-use management of State Forestlands, and restorations of floodplain wetlands and lakes occurred at the sites.
 
	Director Information Items Information in this section should highlight the committees progress to goals and objectives identified in the Technical Working Committee Charter identify challenges or risks perceived or realized and include any other updates from Midwest states or relative business discussedRow1:  The Wildlife Diversity Technical Working Committee was initially organized to support the goals and objectives identified in State Wildlife Action Plans within the MAFWA Region.  Six broad objectives were identified for the Committee: (1) provide a forum for discussion to improve wildlife diversity conservation, (2) develop coordinated programs and projects, (3) exchange information among members, (4) improve the status of Species of Greatest Conservation Need through coordination and cooperation among members and federal agencies, (5) implement State Wildlife Action Plans by working with other conservation groups, and (6) inform and advise MAFWA Directors on issues impacting Species of Greatest Conservation Need and their habitats.  State Wildlife Action Plans are designed to address the full array of native wildlife and natural habitats that occur within our States.  Our Committee therefore has broad interests that may overlap with many other Technical Working Committees.
 
Over the past year we have used our quarterly meetings to directly address objectives (1 - discussion forum), (2 - coordination of programs), and (3 - exchanging information) using state updates and discussions of key issues such as revisions of State Wildlife Action Plans, better integration with the Federal listing process, and developing joint research and management initiatives.  Considerable effort was expended toward improving the ability of States to provide information to the USFWS in a manner that allows it to be used early in the Federal listing process.  This work is ongoing but is expected to improve the status of at-risk species by informing recovery planning (objective 4).  We are currently working toward recommendations for the MAFWA Directors to assist with this process (objective 6).
Due to the degree of overlap in the conservation priorities of the Wildlife Diversity Technical Working Committee and the Midwest Landscape Initiative there is some concern about who has oversite responsibilities for certain work products and the potential for duplication of effort when work aligns.  However, the Wildlife Diversity Technical Working Committee has built a strong relationship with the Midwest Landscape Initiative which helps inform State Wildlife Action Plans (objective 5) and associated conservation planning efforts.  MLI staff updates have become a regular agenda item at our meetings.  Our Committee shares members with many of the MLI Working Groups (e.g., At-risk Species, Habitat Inventory and Assessment, State Wildlife Action Plan Regional Coordination, Wind Energy and Wildlife) and is frequently asked to review their efforts to assure that the outputs will be meaningful and useful to our States.  While this arrangement is working well establishing clearer roles between the Committee and the MLI would assist us in our work.
 
 
 
 
 
	Workgroup Name 1: Pre-listing Coordination Workgroup
	States Member Lead: Tony Henenhan (MI), Owen Boyle, Karen Kinkead
	Workgroup Name 2: 
	States Member Lead_2: 
	Proposed Meeting DatesTimesLocation: 8/2024, 11/2024, 2/2025, 5/2025 (3 virtual/TBD; 1 in-person/TBD/ in Indiana)
	Agenda Provide meeting the meeting agendas for all meetings conducted in the past year Attach as separate documents as needed or use the space below to define the agenda itemsRow1: The following supporting documents associated with the Wildlife Diversity Technical Working Committee are attached as a single PDF.
 
August 2023 Virtual Meeting Notes
November 2023 Virtual Meeting Notes
February 2024 Virtual Meeting Notes
May 2024 In-person Meeting Agenda
May 2024 Meeting Notes
DRAFT Request for Action Letter (Note:  no action is currently being requested on this letter)
 
	Technical Working Committee Name:   Wildlife Diversity Technical Working Committee
	Workgroup 1 Executive Summary: Provide recommendations to the TWC to improve the ability of States to secure information that could be used in the Federal-listing review process before an initial finding is made or a species status assessment is completed. The Workgroup developed recommendations, including a letter requesting the assignment of an information gathering lead within the USFWS and a corresponding lead from MAFWA.  These were discussed at the February and May TWG meetings.  It was determined that the request for action should be postponed until additional information could be gathered about USFWS willingness to cooperatively participate in these activities.
	Workgroup 2 Executive Summary: 
	Request for Action: NA
	Name StateRow0: Michelle Bloomquist / Illinois DNR (A, N)
	Name OrganizationRow0: Leon Hinz / Illinois DNR (A, N, F, M)
	Name StateRow1: Ann Holtrop / Illinois DNR (M)
	Name OrganizationRow1: Joe Kath / Illinois DNR (A, N, F) 
	Name StateRow2: Scott Johnson / Indiana DNR (A, N)
	Name OrganizationRow2: Katy Fullin / Iowa DNR (M)
	Name StateRow3: Karen Kinkead / Iowa DNR (A, N, F, M) 
	Name OrganizationRow3: Kelly Poole / Iowa DNR (A, F) 
	Name StateRow4: Chris Berens / Kansas DWP (A, N)
	Name OrganizationRow4: Daren Riedle / Kansas DWP (A, N, F)
	Name StateRow5: Tony Henehan / Michigan DNR (A, N, F, M)
	Name OrganizationRow5: Jennifer Kleitch / Michigan DNR (A, N, F, M)
	Name StateRow6: Julia Geschke / Minnesota DNR (A, N, F)
	Name OrganizationRow6: Bridget Henning-Randa / Minnesota DNR (F)
	Name StateRow7: Michael Bill / Missouri DOC (A)
	Name OrganizationRow7: Kelly Rezac / Missouri DOC (A, N, F, M)
	Name StateRow8: Brett Andersen / Nebraska GPC (A, N, F, M) 
	Name OrganizationRow8: Patrick Isakson / North Dakota GFD (A, N, F)
	Name StateRow9: Bruce Kreft / North Dakota GFD (A, N, F)
	Name OrganizationRow9: Greg Link / North Dakota GFD (A, N) 
	Name StateRow10: Erin Hazelton / Ohio DNR (A, F) 
	Name OrganizationRow10: John Navarro / Ohio DNR (A, N)
	Name StateRow11: Eileen Dowd Stukel / South Dakota GFP (A, N, F)
	Name OrganizationRow11: Owen Boyle / Wisconsin DNR (A, N, F, M)
	Name StateRow12: Shari Koslowsky / Wisconsin DNR (A, N, F)
	Name OrganizationRow12: Claire Beck */ Midwest Landscape Initiative (N, F, M)
	Name StateRow13: Rachael Carlberg */ Midwest Landscape Initiative (N)
	Name OrganizationRow13: Kate Parsons */ Midwest Landscape Initiative (F)
	Name StateRow14: Jennylyn Redner */ Midwest Landscape Initiative (A)
	Name OrganizationRow14: Lorisa Smith */ Midwest Landscape Initiative (N)
	Name StateRow15: Alex Wright */ Midwest Landscape Initiative (A)
	Name OrganizationRow15: Tricia Fry */ MAFWA  (A, F, M)
	Name StateRow16: Jessica Piispanen / USFWS (A)
	Name OrganizationRow16: Hugh Ratcliffe */ MW CASC (M)
	Name StateRow17: Karen Terwilliger */ Terwilliger Consulting Inc. (N)
	Name OrganizationRow17: * = presented at one or more meetings
	Name StateRow18: A = August Meeting; N = November Meeting;
	Name OrganizationRow18: F = February Meeting; M = May Meeting


