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Meeting Details 

Meeting Date(s): List dates of all meetings held in the past year. *500 Character Limit 

Meeting Location(s): List locations for each meeting held in the past year. *500 Character Limit 

Executive Summary 
Information contained in this section provides an overall summary of the committee meeting including a judgment of the meeting’s 
success compared to previous meetings. Photos or other additional documents that help convey the work of the committee in tis 
past year should be noted in the text but added to the end of this document as an attachment to the Annual Report PDF.                    
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Director Information Items 
Information in this section should highlight the committee’s progress to goals and objectives identified in the Technical Working 
Committee Charter, identify challenges or risks (perceived or realized) and include any other updates from Midwest state’s or 
relative business discussed. *3600 Character Limit 
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Committee Workgroups 
Identify workgroups that are associated with this TWC. Provide a brief 2-3 sentence summary of work accomplished in the past  
year. A workgroup is a smaller team that supports the goals and objectives of the TWC and is necessary and needed to help 
accomplish the work. It may include additional members not in the TWC but must be lead by a member of the TWC.                   
*650 Character Limit

Workgroup Name (1) States Member Lead 

Workgroup Name (2) States Member Lead 

Requests for Action 
List below any accompanying documents attached to the annual report. Note: All formal requests for action by the MAFWA Board 
of Directors must complete the appropriate forms with approvals by MAFWA Executive Committee prior to the Annual Board 
Meeting. Ex. Committee Charter, Request and Risk Assessment. See page 12 of the TWC Guidelines Manual for timelines and details. 
*1300 Character Limit  

Proposed Meeting Dates/Times/Location 
Dates and times the TWC will meet in the upcoming year. 
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Agenda 
Provide meeting information from the past year in the space below. If additional supporting documents are needed, please combine 
into a single PDF and use the space below to document what is attached. Before final submission to the MAFWA Executive 
Secretary. *4000 Character Limit


	Director Liaison: Sarah Parker Pauley (2023-24)
	Committee Vice Chair: Sherri Russell
	Committee Chair: Lindsey Long
	Committee Recorder: Tricia Fry
	Meeting Dates List dates of all meetings held in the past year: September 29, 2023, January 23, 2024, April 15-17

	Meeting Locations List locations for each meeting held in the past year: September 29, 2023 (Virtual), January 23, 2024 (Virtual), April 15-17, Oregon, Ohio
	success compared to previous meetings: The 2024 Midwest Fish and Wildlife Health Committee Meeting was an in-person meeting held on the shores of Lake Erie in Oregon, Ohio. The meeting was attended by representatives from 12 state or provincial MAFWA members: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, Wisconsin, and Saskatchewan.  Federal partners from USDA-APHIS-Wildlife Services, USSR-National Wildlife Health Center, and the US Fish and Wildlife Service representatives also attended.
 
We had a very productive annual meeting that began with a System's Thinking workshop led by Dr. LeAnn White, NWHC Director and Bryan Richard, USGS NWHC. Systems thinking is a collaborative way to address problems, especially difficult ones, that rely on identifying and leveraging all the systems that affect the problem. The committee took on the problem of CWD Management from the lens of hunters, non-hunters, politics, economics, and agencies identify patterns, trends, structures and mental models that influence the system, those that keep things as they are and others that can be leveraged and lead to change.  The workshop challenged the committee to think `outside the box' and allowed them to consider previously under used opportunities for influence. The workshop was well received by the committee who requested follow-up on the topic including a `book club' to more fully incorporate systems thinking into their work. 
 
With USDA APHIS Veterinary services soliciting changes in the management of fish health we realized the need for expanding our involvement with fisheries health. We used part of our meeting to learn about fisheries management from Eric Weimer, OH DNR. His presentation, Inter-agency management of walleye and yellow perch stocks on Lake Erie, provided an overview of how quotas are determined and enforced across state and international boundaries.  His presentation was followed by a presentation by Gary Whelan, Current issues in and who is or should be doing what on fish health. Whelan is retired from Michigan DNR and is an expert on fish health in the region.  In continuing to expand our role in fish health Tricia Fry and Michelle Benavidez Westrich (Indiana) will be attending the Great Lake Fish Health Committee meeting in August. 
 
We also heard from two Ohio State University disease researchers.  Dr. Resa Pesapane provided a A regional perspective on tick range expansion and the increasing threat of tick-borne disease. She noted the Midwest states and provinces are hot spots for the expanding tick populations, increasing disease risk to humans and wildlife.  Dr. Andy Bowen one the first to identify deer as being infected with the virus, he discussed, SARS-CoV-2 in white-tailed deer: Why should I care?. Abstracts for these talks can be found in the annual report appendix.
 
Each state or province in attendance provided an update during the annual meeting on wildlife health initiatives, disease concerns, ongoing research in their jurisdiction, and work adjustments or problem solving to accommodate ongoing public health initiatives and emerging disease response in addition to `hot topics'.  HPAI testing and research including updates on research efforts epidemiological investigations in mammals (primarily wildlife). In addition, we discussed toxicants like PFAS and the need for additional research to better understand the effects of PFAS on wildlife and wildlife populations. The variability of PFAS level in wildlife and the effects of consuming game with high levels of PFAS. This topic revealed itself as an important One Health topic that required capacity building with state Health organizations. 
	Director Information Items Information in this section should highlight the committees progress to goals and objectives identified in the Technical Working Committee Charter identify challenges or risks perceived or realized and include any other updates from Midwest states or relative business discussedRow1: v         As shared at the June 2023 Director's Meeting, Dr. Tricia Fry was hired as the Midwest Fish and Wildlife Health Coordinator.  Her role has allowed for increased capacity on several fronts including fish health, One Health, and CWD, as well as more timely responses to disease outbreaks, policy, and other wildlife health challenges. Additionally, her presence improved communication with the other AFWA regions.  Dr. Fry is funded through 2026; as part of our annual report we are asking the Directors to support keeping this coordinator position active. 
v         Voluntary Best Management Practices (BMPs) for Reducing Unintended Ingestion of Lead Tackle and Ammunition Residues in Wildlife: The Fish and Wildlife Health Committee, along with the R3 and Relevancy Technical Working Group, brought together a group of partners from MAFWA, USFWS, NGOs (PF, NSSF, IHEA, ASA), and the ammunition and tackle industries in August 2023. The voluntary nature of the BMPs has been important to assist collaborations outside our agencies on this critical issue. Through in-person discussions, email, and meetings at the North American, we have made great progress on the non-lead action items approved by the Directors in 2022. The draft BMPs will be shared at the June MAFWA Directors meeting. 
v         Increased testing of wildlife for exposure to PFAS heightens need for coordination between state health and state wildlife agencies: Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) are a large group of human-created chemicals used to repel water and grease, reduce friction and fire risk, and act as an insulator. These “forever chemicals” are of concern because they can easily move through soils, contaminate drinking water, do not break down in the environment; and many PFAS bioaccumulate in humans, fish, and wildlife. Exposure to PFAS can lead to adverse health effects in humans and animals, including reproductive and developmental, liver, kidney, and immunological effects shown in laboratory animals and suggested in some human studies. By monitoring fish and wildlife for emerging contaminants at known exposure sites, we can help ascertain whether localized consumption advisories should be established to protect human health.
There has been a lack of monitoring of terrestrial game species, leading to poor understanding of potential human exposure via this consumption pathway. Recently, several states began assessing PFAS exposure in white-tailed deer with a range of findings.  Consumption advisories ranged from none to avoidance of the liver only, to not eating any part of the deer within a 25mi2 radius of the exposure source. Minnesota reported exposure levels in liver and muscle of mallard collected from a known PFAS contamination site, which was 360 to 7,000 times higher than levels found in mallard in other parts of the state. Mallards that fledge in Minnesota migrate,  potentially exposing waterfowl hunters to PFAS chemicals along the Mississippi Flyway.
There are no federal regulations or guidelines for PFAS consumption advisories in wildlife. Some states are issuing consumption advisories while others are not. The lack of consistency leaves hunters and tribal communities that eat significant quantities of wild game without direction regarding risks due to potential PFAS exposure.  
State wildlife and state health agencies should direct resources to expand monitoring of PFAS in game species and assess potential human health risks.  Further, communication and guidance to the public, particularly those that consume wild game, is needed.
 
 
 
 
	Workgroup Name 1: 
	States Member Lead: 
	Workgroup Name 2: 
	States Member Lead_2: 
	Proposed Meeting DatesTimesLocation: April 2025, Indiana
	Name StateRow1: Sherri Russell
	Name OrganizationRow1: Missouri 
	Name StateRow2: Chris Jacques 
	Name OrganizationRow2: Illinois 
	Name StateRow3: Michelle Benavidez-Westrich 
	Name OrganizationRow3: Indiana 
	Name StateRow4: Rachel Ruden 
	Name OrganizationRow4: Iowa 
	Name StateRow5: Shane Hesting 
	Name OrganizationRow5: Kansas 
	Name StateRow6: Christine Casey 
	Name OrganizationRow6: Kentucky 
	Name StateRow7: Kelsey Saboraki (Richard Davis, retired)
	Name OrganizationRow7: Manitoba 
	Name StateRow8: Mitch Marcus 
	Name OrganizationRow8: Michigan 
	Name StateRow9: Michelle Carstensen
	Name OrganizationRow9: Minnesota
	Name StateRow10: Todd Nordeen 
	Name OrganizationRow10: Nebraska 
	Name StateRow11: Charlie Bahnson 
	Name OrganizationRow11: North Dakota 
	Name StateRow12: Mike Tonkovich 
	Name OrganizationRow12: Ohio 
	Name StateRow13: Iga Stasiak 
	Name OrganizationRow13: Saskatchewan 
	Name StateRow14: Steve Griffin 
	Name OrganizationRow14: South Dakota 
	Name StateRow15: Larissa Nituch 
	Name OrganizationRow15: Ontario
	Name StateRow16: Tricia Fry
	Name OrganizationRow16: MAFWA
	Name StateRow17: 
	Name OrganizationRow17: 
	Name StateRow18: 
	Name OrganizationRow18: 
	Agenda Provide meeting the meeting agendas for all meetings conducted in the past year Attach as separate documents as needed or use the space below to define the agenda itemsRow1:   
 Agendas for the three Fish and Wildlife Health Committees with speaker abstracts is included at the end of this annual report.  As are the individual state, province and partner updates. 
 
	Technical Working Committee Name: Fish and Wildlife Health Committee
	Workgroup 1 Executive Summary: 
	Workgroup 2 Executive Summary: 
	Request for Action: The Fish and Wildlife Health Committee requests the Directors pass two resolutions forwarded by our committee. 
v         Resolution #1:   Support for identifying Continued Funding for the Midwest fish and wildlife Health Regional coordinator position 
 
 
v         Resolution #2: Respond to Increasing Fish Health Threats 
 
 
	Name StateRow0: Lindsey Long
	Name OrganizationRow0: Wisconsin 


